National Federation of Opticianry Schools

Application for the 

Distance Education Associate Degree in Opticianry Program

The National Federation of Opticianry Schools has developed a Distance Education Associate Degree in Opticianry with related teaching materials for delivery over the Internet.  By making the degree’s curriculum, outlines, syllabi, lesson plans, assignments, video tapes and quizzes available to colleges and schools around the country, it hopes to fulfill its goal of providing college level formal Opticianry education nationwide.  

This application is to be used by colleges and schools who wish to obtain access to the Distance Education Associate Degree In Opticianry materials.  Institutions whose applications are approved will be designated “partner institutions” and will receive access to all materials developed for this project free of charge.  It is also the intent of the NFOS to provide periodic updates and improvements of these materials free of charge.  

Partner institutions must be colleges, schools or proprietary institutions accredited by an agency recognized by the United States Department of Education.  Exceptions may be made by the NFOS on an individual basis.  Partner institutions must also be members of the NFOS.  Institutions whose applications are approved but who are not NFOS members will be provided an application for their consideration.  NFOS membership must be maintained while the partner institution has use of the educational materials of this project.

Partner institutions who are offering Opticianry for the first time are expected to implement a distance education Opticianry Associate Degree program at their institution within two years from the date of the signed agreement.  Partner institutions may initially use all or part of the materials and courses but should be moving towards degree status.  

Institutions who have Opticianry programs will also need time to integrate the curriculum into their current programs and NFOS will provide a reasonable amount of time for that.  

When fully implemented at the associate degree level, all Opticianry courses in the curriculum must be offered.  Additional courses may be offered to raise the credit total above 60 credits.  All course content must be offered although the sequencing of course topics may be altered and additional information and activities may be included.  The courses may also be sequenced differently as the partner institution deems appropriate.  All courses must be offered for credit and may not be used for noncredit or continuing education credit.  General education content will be chosen by the partner institution.  

Partner institutions are expected to provide quality Opticianry distance education through this project.  While needed resources will likely be modest, partner institutions will need to have adequate faculty, facilities, technical support and budget to allow the program to be successful.  A program director must also be utilized.  The faculty and program director may be full-time or part-time employees.

The NFOS maintains the right to provide, deny or suspend the use of the materials associated with this program at any time for any reason it deems appropriate.  All materials and property; physical, material or intellectual; associated with this program are the sole property of the National Federation of Opticianry Schools and its writers.  No person, company, corporation, organization, institution or government agency may copy, distribute or otherwise utilize them without the express written permission of the National Federation of Opticianry Schools.

Please refer to the questions on the following page.

Note:  An agreement must also be signed and submitted with this application.  Please refer to that document for details.

Application Questions for the NFOS

Distance Education Associate Degree in Opticianry Program

Please answer the following questions and provide as much detail as needed to adequately answer each question.  The Opticianry Program Director, supervising administrator, or other appropriate administrative person at the institution may answer the questions.

1. Is the institution accredited by an agency recognized by the United States Department of Education?  If so, by what agency?

2. Does your institution already have an Opticianry program?

a. If yes, how does it intend to incorporate the distance degree courses and materials into its program?

b. If no, when do you intend to get this project implemented and how long do you anticipate it will take to obtain associate degree approval?

3. Please provide a curricular outline for the program you intend to offer initially and the outline of the program you intend to offer as an Associate Degree (assuming you’ll be doing this in two phases). 

4. Is your institution currently an NFOS member in good standing?  If not, have you applied for membership?

5. Please provide the name and resume of the Opticianry program head and any faculty you intend to use in the program.

6. Please provide a list of the advisory committee members and their ophthalmic position.  

7. Please explain how the facilities you will use for this program are adequate for its needs.

8. Please explain how the budget for this program will be adequate for its needs.

9. What geographical area will you serve with this distance education program?

10. What obstacles and/or constraints will you have in implementing this program and how will you overcome them?

Name of respondent:

Title:

Relationship to the Opticianry Program

Responses may be submitted via email attachment to: opticiandegree@nfos.org
or can be mailed to:

Distance Education Project Director

National Federation of Opticianry Schools

7023 Little River Turnpike, Suite 207

Annandale, Virginia 22003
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